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Press Statement of Eritrean Political and Human Rights activists 

in Great Britain regarding the so-called Seminar of Lowlanders 

London 20 April 2014 

A seminar was held in London on 29 March 2014 where a document was issued and an 

organisation called “The League of Lowlanders” was formed. Because we live in Great 

Britain where the seminar took place, we want to avoid the risk of our silence being 

construed either as an act of approval or participation by association. We deem it necessary 

therefore to make our stand clear on the event and the ostensible organisation.  

Being: 

 respectful and loyal to the noble causes our martyrs died for during our people’s 

bitter struggle for freedom, democracy, justice and equality;  

 proud of the history and legacy of our forefathers, mother and fathers, who laid the 

foundation of the edifice of a united Eritrean polity; 

 committed to unity of our people  and political stability of Eritrea;  

 aware of the ability of our people to defeat dictatorship and to put in its place a 

democratically elected political system that that rules on the basis of equality of all 

citizens regardless of their class, gender, ethnicity, religion and region:  

We hereby express our views regarding the London seminar and its outcome : 

 

1. In preparing the document, not only did the organisers consult solely with like-

minded people, but they also spoke in the name of Eritrean lowlanders without their 

mandate, including those who are resident in the United Kingdom where the seminar 

took place. Not only does this cast serious doubt on their credibility, but also their 

audacious decision to name their organisation—“The League of Lowlanders” is 

grossly misleading because it implies that they are the “spokespersons” of Eritrean 

lowlanders. We believe that there is nothing more undignifying than speaking on 

behalf of others without a mandate.  
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2. We believe that the spirit of seminar and the document that resulted from it are 

inconsistent with the aims and objectives of the struggle of our heroic people whose 

major aim was to guarantee the interests and fundamental rights of all Eritreans 

regardless of place origin, religion and ethnicity. We strongly believe that the only 

way to defeat the dictatorship that has been blighting the lives of our people and to 

establish a political system that respects the sanctity of human life, justice, equality 

and rule of law based on constitutional arrangement is through a united effort of all 

change-seeking Eritreans associated by shared core values that are loathsome to 

bigotry, intolerance and discrimination. 

 

3. We believe that once a just political system based on the wishes of the Eritrean 

people is put in place, those who committed atrocities against the Eritrean people 

should be brought before justice and the victims who suffered at their hands should 

receive fair compensation.  

 

4.  Eritrean lowlanders have been struggling alongside their compatriots from the rest of 

the country in all the change-seeking civil and political society organisations and 

therefore their demands of justice and freedom are indivisible and integral part of the 

demands, hopes and aspirations of Eritreans throughout the country.  

 

5. We believe that it is our national patriotic duty to warn against such divisive trends   

that can potentially undermine national unity and sow seeds of disharmony and 

mistrust among the opposition forces. We therefore call upon all national patriotic 

forces to rally behind a comprehensive strategy for change that would ensure the 

establishment of a just and democratic system that is capable of maintaining unity of 

our people and spare our country from the evils of disintegration and collapse. 

 

 

Long Live the Eritrean People 

Long Live Free and Independent Eritrea 

Glory to our martyrs 

Shame to Dictatorship 

 

With our joint struggle, we shall defeat dictatorship  

And build the nation our martyrs dreamed and sacrificed their lives for 

 

       

List of Signatories: 

1. Muhammad Ali Lubab              

2. Hamad Mohammed Said Kulu  

3. Fesseha Ogbamariam 
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4.  Amal Ali    

5.  Abdallah Heiji 

6.  Yassin Mohammed Abdalla  

7. Mr. Abduraahman Al Sayed 

8. Hamid Dirar  

9. Idris Hummad Adam  

10.  Salah Aboray  

11. Muhammad Ali Fayed  

12.  Khalid Kajray  

13.  Ahmed Idriss  

14.  Dr. Abdulkader Dawood  

15. Khalid Ibrahim  

16. Muhammad Tahir Debessay  

17. Mohammed Abdu Omar   

18. Abdurrahman Ghedem 

19. Mohamed Nur "Burkan"  

20. Yusif Suleiman 

21. Idris Adhana 

22. Ibrahim Omar 

23. Abdulhakim Abdannur 

24. Omar Suleiman 

25. Nuri Muhammad Abdalla 

26. Mustafa Kurdi 

27. Mansur Omar 

28. Jemal Saeed 

29. Abdelfattah Khelifa 

30. Salam Muhammad Zein 


